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imaginative life, a conflict for the existence of which there
is ncf evidence. Now what is called the romantic attitude
in literature is notoriously apt to decry and minimise the place
of intellectual inquiry in life, a tendency which must, inevitably
and rightly, have weakened its influence. In our own time the
cry is frequently heard that our life has become excessively
and woefully dominated by our intellectual faculties, and that
our imaginative powers are undergoing serious decline. In
this there may be an element of truth; but the view is surely
false if it implies that the pursuit of the intellectual life, whether
in science or philosophy, is of a kind which necessarily results
in a diminution of the imaginative life. Many writers who
spend their time in decrying the intelligence show the essential
feebleness of their plea by the semi-hysterical, unrestrained,
and ultimately obscurantist character of their writings. There
has been altogether too much of this kind of thing in our own
day, the suggestion that in the exercise of the intelligence
we are betraying the best that is within us. The intelligence
cannot be denied, nor its necessity ignored; and the exercise
of it is a moral as well as a biological necessity. However much
we may admire the great romantic poets of a century ago,,
the duty of those who sympathize with what they were attempt-
ing to do is to set right the tendency which we have noted
in Wordsworth, the tendency either to decry or patronize
intellectual inquiry. Such an attitude must, in the long run,
seriously undermine what stability of culture we possess,,
and make impossible the increase of that stability. It may be
that the issue of philosophical investigation will be anti-
intellectualist, in the sense that it will show the inability of the
intelligence to deal with matters with which formerly it was
thought competent to deal. But the cause of culture will be
advanced only if such a conclusion is reached after the most
strenuous and stringent efforts of the intelligence. The hysterical
preaching of an anti-intellectualism can have only the most
degenerating effects upon personality and literature alike.
It is nonsense to think that a flight from reason is necessarily